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198"/     CHESAPEAKE"     BAbY     AGREEMENT

.|

HE CHESAPEAKE BAY IS A NA~ONAL TREASURE

1̄ " and a resource of worldwide significance.. Its eoological, .economic, ~q.d cultu~. ! imps. rtance are felt far beyond its waters and
the communities tha.t line its shores. Man’s. ~e and abuse of its bounty, however~ together with the continued growth and

l deveiopment of population in its watershed, have taken a toll on the Bay system. In recent decades, the Bay has suffered
serious~declines in quality and productivity, o REPRESENTING. the. Federal govemment~ and the States which surround

l the Chesapeake Bay, we ~cknowledge our stake in the resources of the Ba~ and accept our share of responsibility for its

current condition. We are determined th~tthis decline will be reversed. !n response, all of our jurisdictioris have

~on am~itio~ programs .to protect our shared res0urce.and r~tore it,~to.a more productive’state. ~. O/N DS0, ~h~i.egishtures

f Virginia and Maryland established’the Chesapeake Bay Commission.to coordinate interstate planning and programs

EarOnm a legislative perspective: In 1985; Pennsylvania joined the Commission. And, in 1983, Virginia, Maryland,~Penri~/b
ia, the Dist.ric.t..of Colum. bia, ~theus. Environmental Vro~ecti0n Agency and the Chesapeake Bay.Commission formally

~0~reed to a cooperative approach to this undertaking and established specific mechanisms for its coordination. Since 1983,

r joint commitment has.~r ".r’r’~ us to new.levels of governmental cooperation and sdentific understanding. It.has formo:i

~,x
firm base for the ~ture ~ of this long-term prograrth. The extent and complexity of our task now call for aa

panded ahd refined agreement to guide our efforts toward the twenty-f’trst century, o .REcoGN/z/NG. that the
Chesapeake Bay’s impo’rtancd~fids regio~albounda~ies, we commit to managing the Chesa~ke Bay as an integrate~!

~cosystem and pledge our best efforts to achieve the goals in this Agre~m~nt.,Wepropose a ieries of rib’s.ires that Will"
ēstablish~ a policy and inst:imtionaI framework for Continued cooperative effom to restore and protect Chesapeake Bay. W,~

~rther commit to :specific actions to achieve those objecfi. "yes. The implementation of these commitments will be reviewed
annually andadditi0nal commitments developed as needed.                                . . ..

GOALS AND’ PRIORITY COMMITMENTS                        .

~ FII$ N£1V AGREF_.2~ENT CONTAINS ~ _and Priorityrepresenting the Federal government, the District of Columbia, the
Commitments for Living Reso~s;, Water Quality; Popuh-State of Maryland and the Commonwealths of Pennsylvania and Vir,.
tion Growth and Development; Public I.rfforinatioa, Educa-ginia (hereinaf~r the "States") and the (~hesapeake Bay Commission.

in ~ Participation; Public Access; and Governance. O The partiesThis Agreement may be amended and attachments added in the funa-e
to this 1987 Agreement are the U.q. Environmemal Protection Agencyby unanimous a£’tion of the Ch~apeske Execative Coundl.
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LIVING RESOURCES

~"-~ 0 A L PROVIDE FOR THE RESTORATION AND PRO. 0 Develop Bay-wide fisheries management strategies and develo

~ ~TE~ION OF ~E ~VING RESOURCe. THOR HAB~AT5 comp~mema~, sta~e programs and plato to prot~r and restore
~AND ECOLOGI~A L RE~ONSHIPS. ~e pr~u~i~ : finfish, and. shellfish sr~s of the. Bay. ~iallv.        . the fr~hwater
diversi~ and abun~nce of living resources are ~he ~t uki~te mea- ~ar=ne spawners.
sures of the ~a~ake Bay’s condition. ~ living remurc~ are the0 Provide for [he restoration of shellfish st~ i~ the Bay, ~ially~
main f~ bf the r~toration and prot~ion effo~. ~me s~i~ of the ~un&nce of c6mmercially.im~am s~i~.
shellfish and finf~h are of immeme commercial and r~r~donal value0 R~tore. enhafice and profit waterfowl a~ wildlife.
to man. Othem are valuable ~a~e they are part of the vast a~v of

" ’ COM MI TM E N.Tplant and.animal life that make up the ~a~ake Bay ~ystem on .
which all s~ies ~nd. We r~og~ ihat the e~tire natural systemTO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL ~’E AGR~.

must ~ h~Ithy and pt~u~ive: We will d~ermine the ~ntiai ele-0 by ]at~" 1988, to develop and adopt guideli~ fi~r the
of ~bitat a~ environmental qmli~ n~sa~ to sup~ living of water’quaii~ and habitat conditiom n~=~ m sup~rt the

r~drc~ a~ wiR ~ that ~e ~nditiom are attai~ and maimaia~ ing r~ourc~ found in the ~a~e Bay ~stem, and to

We will a~ mange the ha~’~t of and monitor ~pulatio~ Of com- guidelin~ in the implemehtation of water qmli~ and habkat

mercially, ~t~nally and ~ologi=l]y valuable s~ to emure sin- t~ion progm~ ....

taint, viable stY. We ~ogn~ that to ~ suc~hL thee a~iom0 by July 1988. to develop, adopt a~ ~gin to implement a

m~ ~ =~id Out ~n an integrat~ and c~rdimt~ manner across the plan for the as~sment of commerc~lly, r~tionally and

whole Bay ~stem~ . ~olog~lly valuable s~es.
0 by July 1988. to adopt a sch~ule for the d~elopm~t of Bav-w

O’B..I E C T !. V E S. . r~ource ~nagemenr strategi~ for commercially, r~r~tiomii~"
O ~to~ ~, p~t~ and mange ~merg~’a~tic vegetatio~ . a~ ~ ~logi~lly val~ble s~.’
O Prot~,- ~ha~ and r~tore wethn~, ~tal ~nd. du~. SorerO~ ~" July 198g to d~elop, adopt and ~g~ to implement Bay-wbuffem and other s~rel~e and riverline systems’ im~rtant to

’ " ~ ~mgement ph~ ~or oystem, blue ~ and A~d=n Shad.
water ~li~ ~d. habitat.                   "        .              ~or o~er maior commercially, r~t~mlly ~ ~ologi~lly val~i~

O :~e soil r~urc~ and r~uce e~sion and ~mentadon to       s~i~ shou~ ~ initht~ ~ 1~, ’            ’

prot~ Bay habitat,. . ’ ¯ ¢ by Dec~tb~~ 1988. to develop a Bay-wide ~i~ for the prot~p
0 Mainta~ fr~hwater flow regim~ ~sa~" m ~tain ~fine o~ till ~d non-till wet~n~.

habitat, Mdu~ng.’where appropmte, establ~hing minimum in.0 Provide for fish ~ge at’~ ~ re~ve strum bl~
strum ~ws. . whe~ ~a~" to r~tore na~al p~ for migram~ fish

0 ~velop compatible’Bay-wide st~ ~sment prog~.
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~ ~t~ Fo~ ~ m~ ~ve or ,~n ~ C O M M I’T M E N T :

~e o~
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POPULATION GROWT~ AND DEVELOPMENT
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I
PUBLIC INFORMATION, EDUCATION    AND PARTICIPA.TION~ ¯

~ pG~S D~IGN~ TO H£~ ~ AND TO FO~ IND~UAL
0

~ 0 A L : PROVIDE INCR~SED OPPOR~N~~ FORC O, M M I T M.E N T : ~ ’

~ENS TO PAR~P~ IN D~SION$ AND PRO. TO A~H~~A~EAG~"

~BJ ~TIV ES ~

PUBLIC ACCESS
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